Cale Santee

The trip was life changing. | gained a lot
of confidence interacting with unfamiliar
people. At first | was afraid of the
language barrier, but it was actually really
easy to communicate.
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Abigail Pease

The best part was when we were
split up from the whole group and
got to enjoy some alone time
with Chinese students. It forced
us to interact and was less
intimidating.
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My advice: sleep whenever you
get a chance!
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Mahlia Parsons

Helping to teach an English class
was surprising and really got me out
of my comfort zone.
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Advice: Don’t oversleep! You don’t
want to be late or miss anything.
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Ling Bushey

Everything about the trip was
amazing and it made me feel happy.
| wish | knew how to speak some
Chinese!
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It would have been nice to shadow a

student for an entire day and into the
evening.
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Laurel Samson

| didn’t realize how monumental
the trip was until we got back to
normal life. | still wake up every
day and wish | were getting
ready to go to school in China.
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Nathan Langlois

The highlight was visiting schools and the time we
spent with students that was unstructured. We were
treated like rockstars and it never got old.
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Reconnecting with friends in Chongging from our
summer program was amazing.
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Sage DeCell

| have new career goals. | knew |

wanted to go in to the medical field
but | didn’t think | could ever travel
that far. Now | know | want to be a
traveling nurse because of this trip.
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Emma Rainville

The advice | would give is to be adventurous and try
everything, especially the food. You should just try
something first, and then ask what it is.
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| didn’t realize | could teach English in China, that
would be an exciting way to start my career after
college.
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Sara Villeneuve

Our experience really seems surreal. Words just can't seem to
adequately express the energy and excitement | continue to feel
as a result of this amazing opportunity. | have a new appreciation
for our students who travel to Vermont from China each year and
the mental and physical demands they experience from immersing
themselves in a completely new culture.
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My favorite memory is reuniting with a student we hosted 4 years
ago. | never thought I'd have the opportunity to see her again!
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Emily Cogan Nieckarz

The highlight for me was watching our BFA students try new
things. They were resilient, enthusiastic, and really embraced
being on the other side of the world and getting to know a new
culture.
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| also loved when we found Starbucks. If you can’t sleep you
might as well caffeinate!
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